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Commissioner for Patents 

Box NON-FEE AMENDMENT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

The Office Action mailed March 26, 2003 has been carefully reviewed and the 
following remarks have been made in consequence thereof. 

Claims 1-25 are pending in this application. Claims 1-25 are subject to a restriction 
requirement. 

In response to the restriction requirement set forth in the Office Action, Applicants, 
with traverse, elect for prosecution in this application all claims belonging to Group I, i.e., 
Claims 1-8. 

Reconsideration of the restriction requirement imposed under 35 U.S.C. § 121 is 
respectfully requested. The restriction requirement is traversed because the inventions set out 
by the claims in Groups I-III are clearly related. Applicants submit that a thorough search 
and examination of any claim group would be relevant to the examination of the other groups 
and would not be a serious burden on the Examiner. Indeed, at least the claims of Group I 
and the claims of Group III are encompassed by a single subclass (subclass 227) within Class 
324. In addition, all three Groups are classified in Class 324. Accordingly, it is not evident 
how the searching of a single class, and even a single subclass, could present an unreasonable 
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burden on the Examiner. Therefore, it is respectfully submitted that the restriction 
requirement is improper and should be withdrawn. 

For at least the reasons set forth above, Applicants respectfully request that the 
restriction requirement be withdrawn. 

In view of the foregoing remarks, all the claims now active in this application are 
believed to be in condition for allowance. Reconsideration and favorable action with respect 
to all the pending claims is respectfully solicited. 



Respectfully Submitted, 

Patrick W. Rasche 
Registration No. 37,916 
ARMSTRONG TEASDALE LLP 
One Metropolitan Square, Suite 2600 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102-2740 
(314) 621-5070 



